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SALLY SNIDOW PHLEGAR ORBSFRVES 100th
BIRTHDAY

Or Lovemher 10, 1977 Sarah Jane, fondly
knevm 23 Sally (or Aumtie to the nieces
rncd pephews) Phlegar, the widow of James
Williszm Fhlegar, observed her 100th birth-
day at her home in Giles County mear
Fipplemesad, Virginia,

How makimng her heme im Salem, Virginia with
a miece, it was Sally's express wish te
return to her home in Giles te ebserve this
very importamt amd happy occasion with only
remiers of her family, Mrs, Phlegar has a
vivid memory ef the homeplace where sha
visnt te live im 1908, Cne of the oldest
structures in Giles County amd the oldest
house in continuous use, it was built
rartly around the log cabin erected there
in 1778 by David Johnston, eme of the
original settlers of Giles County. The
kitchen of the Phlegar home is the orig-
inal log cabinm,

fiourteen members of her family gathered
fer lunch in a warm and cheery atmosprere
and follewing lunch several other family
members came for punch and the cutting of
the birthday cake, A great-great mephew,
Pobert Allen Phlegar helped blew out the
100 candles, A Baptist minister of Pearis-
burg gave the Tribute and prayer for Sally
3t the cutting of the cake., 5a3lly is a
baptist and is a member of Salem Raptist
Church, As was her wish it was only her
family, and they represented four gen-
eratiems, who were present to see her

epen her gifts and reminisce with her
about all the happy times they had had
tegether,

Mrs, Phlegar is noted for her remarkable
memory of early Giles County histery and
county families and family connections as
vell as her knowledge of current affairs,
Hewever, these days she finds it tiring
and pra=fers not to be interviewed or dis-
cuss family data or history.

Several Smidow descendamts have writtem
to ask about Sally Snicew Phlegar's
descent from the original settler, She
is descemded from Philip Snidow (d.1792)

threugh his youngest som, Goerge Smidow,Sr.,

(d, 1865) who had a son, Johm Madisom
Smidow (d., 1899), whose sen, Christian
Newton Snidow was Sally's father,

(Gee p. 2)
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FIRST SNTDOW FAMILY ANNUAL REUNION

Everything Splendid!

Sunday, September 25, 1977 was a warm, bright,
fall day.

Presten Park Cemter, ¢f Reanoke Farks amd
Recreation Depsrtmemri, was am imspired
choice of meetimg place.

Covered-dish Luncheon! Smideows are the werld's
greatest cooks, And the compamny! Snidows
211---70 to be exact---such attractive,
charming people.

We came, young amd old, from mamy parts ef
Virginia; from West Virgimia; Colerade; Ar-~
kansas, We came from Hichmond, Jarratt, Lynch-
burg, Reanocke, Christiansburg, Blacksburg,
Giles County, Virginia,

Burman C. Snidow, Route 2, Princeton, West
Virginia, age 96, was the oldest, The six-
month old son of Jamie Lynn and Gary Hark-
rader, Lebanon, Va,, grandson ef Judge J.C.
Snidow, Jr., Christiansburg, Va. was the
youngest. Coming the greatest distsmce, Mr,
and VMrs, Charles C. Snidow, Fort Smith, Ark.,
schediled their trip East fer September se
they could attemd this family party. Alse,
Ralph W. Smidow, Aurora, Celerade, attended
and intends new to return to live in Giles
County, Va, Mr, and Mrs. John Snidow of
Lynchburg had the largest family represem-
tation, With John and Alma were their twe
sons and daughter, wives and husband, and
several grandchildrem. Mr, and Mrs. Cliftem
Snidow, Jr. had made plams that all feur of
their children would attend, but enly ome
son, a student at Hampden-Sydmey, was able
to get to the picnic.

[t was appropriate that the Invecatiom and
Benediction were givem by two brothers, Lleyd
and John Snidow, soms ef John Milton Snidew.

All planning for this delightful first Smidew
family party was done by Mrs. John (Mary French
Turner) Boswell, assisted by Mr, and Mrs, James
M. (Twyla Maddox) Snidow, Sr, Now that the
Snicow family has recognized itself in an
historical association sense (thanks to the
work of Mary French), plans are underway for
annual meetimgs, Twyla Snidow who had earlier
agreed to be Genmersl Chairman appointed a
cemmittee to plan future reunioms:

(See p. 2)



DEDICATION OF MARKER HOLDING PLAQUE OF
GILES REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS

Of special interest to Snidew descea-
dants should be the unveiling and
dedicatien ef a large mnative reck ef

Giles County that helds a bremze plaque cen-
taining the names of Giles County men whe
served as soldiers im the Americam Reve-
lution., This marker stands om the merth
east cermer of the courthouse lawn and was
dedicated en Sunday aftermoon, Oct.9,1977,
Giles County's final Bicentennial event.
The greup responsible for obtaining names
of the soldiers amd doing the research

on this project was the Bicemtennial
Commission's Research and Preservation ef
Colenial Histery Cemmittee whose chairman
was (amd is) Mrs, C.A. (Ruth Guthrie)
Blevims, a Smidew descendant and enthusi-
astic boester ef our Snidew Family Assec,

Not emly were the fellowimg Smnidew brethers
on the list of Revolutiomrary seldiers---
Philip, Cel, Christiam, Jaceb and Theophilus
(whe died as a young man) but many ethers

to whom we, as descemdants of Giles County's
earliest pioneers, cam trace back. This
writer is descended from five Giles Ceumty
men who served--Philip Snidew, Capt. Thomas
Burke, Geerge Hemry Williams, Matthew
Fremch and Jehn Chapman, Sr.

The fellewing 93 names are imscribed on the

Charles Lucas, Sr,
Capt. John Lucas
Parker Lucas
William Lucas
Hemry Lybrook
John Lybrock
Paulser Lybroeek
John McGCriff
Thomas McGriff
Issac McKinsey
Moredock McKimsey
Michael Madden
Michael Madden's
crepper
John Mann
Thomas Marshall
John Martin
Jaceb Meadews

Capt. Geerge Pearis

Jehn Peters
Hezekiah Philips
Jesiah Perterfield
David Price

Joel Sartaim, Sr,
Johmn Sartin
Geerge Scott
Samuel Scott
Samuel Shammom
Capt. Thomas Shamnon
Daniel Shumate, III
Issac Smith

vCol. Christian Snidew
Jaceb Snidew
Philip Smidew
Theophilus Snidew
Ralph Stafferd
Capt. Ralph Stewart
Andrew Straley
Jacob Straley
William Tracy
Andrew Vaught
Charles Walker
William Webb
George Hemry Willianms
Philip Williams
Jehn Young

plaque-c-cacecaa-
James Adair
Jacob Albert
John Alsup
Hezekiah Atkinms
Milliten Atkins
Farker Atkins
James Bame, Jr,
William Bradley
Lowe Brown
William Brewn
Humphrey Brumfield

Ezekial Clay
Mitchell Clay, Sr.
Robert Clendenin
Thomas Cepley
James Emmons
Thomas Farley, Jr.
Thomas Farley, Sr.
Joehn Fremch
Matthew Fremch
George Fry, Jr,
George Fry, Sr.

James Brumfield, Jr. Edward Hale
James Brumfield, Sr. Jeseph Hare

John Burke

- Capt. Thomas Burke
William Burke
Johm Burtom

Johm Carr, Jr,
Simen Cassidy
Thomas Cassidy
Issac Chapman
John Chapmam, Sr,
Richard Chapman
David Clay

Ferdinand Harless
Ardrew Hatfield
Issac Hatfield
Capt. John Hemdersem
Robert Hunter
James Johnston
James Kerr

Robert Kerr
Andrew Kessinger
John Kirk

Charles Lucas, Jr,

(See mext columm)

(Mary French Boswell)

- SNIDOW REUNION (continued)

Mrs. Lawrence (Virginia Faye) Adams, Lynchburg
Mrs. C.A.(Ruth Guthrie) Blevims, Ripplemead
Carroll G. Snidow, Richmend

Sylven S. Snidew, Roanoke and Recky Meunt

Plans fer a 1978 Smidow Family Reumiem will
be announced in a Sprimg-Summer Newsletter,

What a splendid first Smidew Fantl{ Get-together!
(Elisabeth McDonald Drewry

100th Birthday (continued)

The Pearisburg Virginian-Leader that reported
on her birthday stated that, whem asked te what
she attributed her lomg life, Sally made this
reply, "The Lord has been goed to me,"

In the mail Sally Phlegar received mamy greetimgs,
some family recerds and family charts from the
Snidows all over the United States, She wants
to thank all of yeu who remembered her with
your good wishes en her 100th birthday!

(Mary French Boswell)
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HARRIET FRENCH TURNER REMEMBERED, A Cemmamorativs Shew ef Oils ef the Blue Ridge

A Raception and Commemorative Shew entitled
HARRIET FRENCH TURNER REMEMBERED epened owm
Dec, i, 1977 at the Firat Natiomal Exchange
Park, Main Office, Roanrke, cosponsoved by
the bark and the John Will Creasy Art Se-
ciety. This show which hung at the bhank from
Dec, =30 was a Tribute to Harriet French
Turser and her work on the occasion of the
tnth anniversary of her dsath--Dec.7,1967,

Harriet Freach Turner, known as Virginia's

Srandna Mnaes, was the firzt living folk
artist invited to have & show at the Abby
Aldricn Rackefeller Cellection, Colenial
Willlamshurg, While the =row was in progress
2 film was made of her work entitled "Felk
Artist of the Blue Ridge", This film won
s+varal awards and was judged the best trav-
el film in Virgimia in 156);, Later there was
a show of several of her paintings at the
Valdnrf-Astoeria in New Yerk in connection
with the Va, Travel Council's exhibit there.
The premiers of the film was held at Colen-
1a) Williamsburgz during the weekend of the
Jemaemorative Session of the Va, General
Amsembly in Feb, 1764 when Harriet f¢rench
Tarner and her family wers guests of Colon-
L3l Williamsburg, Today ths film "Folk Ar-
iist of the Blue Ridge"- is available for

use from Colonial Williamsburg,

Jnating excerpts from an article by Mary
Mand Arnistead in Roanoks Times and World-
Haus on Dec, l, 1977, "---Special guest fer
the Reception and Speaker of the afternoon
will ba Dr, Jamss Morton 3mith, Director of
the llanry Francis duFPsnt Wintecthur Maseum,
Winterthur, Del, who will discuss the work
and career of Harriet French Turner. Included
in tha show will be "denediction" owned by
the Abty Aldrich Rockefeller Collection;
"iLarly Sprimg", her first origimal painting
dons in 195 at aze A8 snd owned by the Finme
trtq Pepartment ef Hollins Cellepe; "Sunaet
{n the 31ue Ridge" loaned by State Supreme
Jourt Justice Albertis 3. Harrisen, Jr, snd
"Pa3ks of Otter", kindly leaned by lirs, Lyn-
dan Pajnen Johnsen where thn painting is
hvirad 2t “he LBJ Ranch in Johnson City,

Taxan,

Ana Wairabein, Art Columnist of the Reaneke
[imss and World-News, cn 1'=c,.25,1977 wrote:

Speaking to a full heonse at the opening
27 Lhe Harviet Freach Turner exhibit, Dr,
J-~aa3 4arton Smith, diiector of the Winterthur
‘liznum, noled that there had heen a renewed
interest and acceptance of folk art,

The queation in this age of diversity
i1 no loapar ome of prescribhed atyles and
formn Hud, of valid and cernvincing expressiens,
Hash wark thet was formerly dismisred be-
caune it was ourside the realm of "high"
7t s lately appreciatad for the esthetic
qualities peculiar teo it,

Receptive to the fullnssa and veriety
0" nature, Harrviet French Turner painted
nalve imapes that are not sirmrle, They ars
comnlsx in nbservation, ahstiract quzlities

and composition., Intricately detailed passages
reward close scrutiny.

Much more importantly than getting her
work correct, Harriet Turner got it right.
If her skills were not polished, her semsi-
tivity was keen, Few intellectual considera-
tions interjected themsslves bestween her
perceptions and her delimeatiens. She sub-
stitnted a direct and intnitive respomse for
accuracies of drawizg, anatomy and perspective,

Evident in thlis commemorative exhibit,
inztellead in the lebhy of the First National
Exchange Nank in downtewn Reanoke and ce-
rpenssored by the John Will Creasy Art Society,
Harriet Turner was alive to her surroundings
and to the lyrical pleasure they gave her,

Her sareas sensibility ls interpreted
through rhythmic patterns and designs that
create a petemt semse of place and of seasonm,

Turner could cenvey amplified feelinmgs
through the imtensification of light. A celd
light beyend a mountain er a flaminmg sunset
establishes not enly the time and climate
but the very flavor of a day. She obviously
cbserved from her small corner of the world
what pilots the world ever know--that the
land grous dark before the sky does,

These personal, intimate paintings
charm and delight the viewer., Turner did not
hrirg tn them second hand or rehashed ideas,
but her own experisnce of what fed her sense
of joy, tranquility and even awe, These re-
maln as fresh and cenvincing as the day she
set them dewn.

* R %

The following sketch writlLen especlally fer
this Tribute to Harriet French Turner gives
some of her 1life aad her genealogy:

Harrlet French Turmer was borm oa April 7,1886
in Giles County, Virginia, the daughter of Guy
Dinge=s Franch amnd Barbara Ellzabeth Smidew.
Her ancestors ox both sldes of her family were
the earlisast piomeers of the New River Valley
of what i3 teday Giless Coeuvmty, all settling
theve prier to the Ravelution. Through the
genealegical research of her daughter it has
been reccrded that she is descended from 23
Kevolutionary War soldiers and patriets.

¥yom her Snidow haritape Harriet French Turmer's
mother was of almost pure German stock., These
German tmmigrante, fleeing their homeland fer
relipgiana and social fresdom in the wake of the
Thirty Yezrs War, cams from the Rhime Valley or
near Suitzerland in the early to the middle of
the 13th ceatury, They came first to Pemnsyl-
vania, generally settlimg in Lancaster County,
them hy way of the Great Wagon Road migrated
throvgh the Valley of Virginia to the New River
area before the Revolution,

Frem her father's side she was English, Scetch-
Trish and Irish, She uas alse descended frem
ens Huguenst ceuple who came to Virgimia abeut
1700 and settled in or mear Mamikimtown, just
above Richmond. Several members ef her family
are mambers of the Huguenot Seciety through
this ancestry.

(Ses po L)
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HARRIET FRENCH TURNER REMEMBERED (cenmt,)

She vas alse descemded from the Alexander
family who traces its ancestry back te

King Rebert Bruce of Scotland. Alse, em her
father's side she ceuld trace back te three
of the baroms who im 1215 ferced Kimg Jehm
te sign the Magma Charta. Two ef Harriet
French Turner's descendants and several ef
her cousins are members of the Magma Charta
Dames, an hereditary soclety which honors
the memory of the 27 barens whe eppesed
Kimg John amd laid the foundation fer rep-
resentative government in England.

Berm Harriet Clark French, she lived in
Giles County until 1900 when her family
meved to Reanoke, She was educated in the
Roanoke scheels and graduated from Reanoke
High Schoel in 1907. She taught schoel im
old Gilmer Avemue School for two years,
them was married en June 29, 1909 to James
Russell Turner, a druggist im Reameke, He
was a2 native of Reanoke County, He died im
1961, two years after they had celebrated
their 50th weddimg anniversary, Their
descendants include three daughtars, all
living,(Mary Fremch T. Beswell, Catherime T,
Snyder of Wayme, Pa., and Derethy T. Bevard
of Charlette, N.C.) five gramdchildren amd
twe great gramddaughters,

Harriet Purner was a very creative perseam
all of her life, her creativity takimg the
ferm of interior decoration (she paimted
several murals on walls in her home), de-
signing and making her daughters' clothes,
designing and hooking weolen rugs, making
patchwerk amd appliqued quilts., She even
made a tufted headbeard fer a bed with
matching bedspread at the age of 65, She

was an excellent ceok and delighted in pre-
paring dishes that were faverites ef the
mambers of her family, She leoved to travel,
The trips she made with members of her fam-
i{ly were highlights im her life--a trip by
car to the west coast, one fall-foliage trip
to New England, trips to New York amd Florida .

She died in Reanoke at the age of 81 en
December 7, 1967.

Harriet Fremch Turmer was descemded frem
Philip Smidew (d. 1792) threugh his som,
Christian Smidow (d. 1861), through his

somn William Turmer Smidew (d. 189L), threugh
his daughter Barbara Elizabeth Smidow

(de 1945) whe married Guy Dimgess French,
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If you have access to the DAR Magazimne (all
public libraries have a cepy), Harriet Fremch
Turmer is featured in the Jam. 1978 issue,

P. 55.

Janet Dollinms, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Phil
Dellims amd granddaughter ef Mr, amd Mrs. Lleyd
Snidew, whe entered University of Southern
I1limeis (Carbondale, I11,) as a graduate
student in the fall ef 1977 has recemtly beem
appointed te the staff of the university im the
Music Departmemt iw ergam amd piame. She is
alse an ergamist im a lecal church,

Te let you kmew hew the Snidew Family Assec,
stamds fimamcially, James M. Snidew, Sr. has
submitted this repert---

Bal. em Jam, 10, 1978
Coest of this majlimgseeeaeea 33,00

Bal, em hand---33}.00

If yeu wamt te centribute te the Smidew
Association, cash er check can be seat te----
James M. Smidew, Sr,.
2019 Maiden Lane, S.W,
Reaneke, Virgimia 24015

Netices, genealegical material er articles en
Snidew descendants we will welcome---please
send en to us., Will be glad te use any amd all
in eur mext Snidow Newsletter!
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